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'YANKEE SHIPS ON

There Was No
Question Then of
RighttoArmand
in 1819 Con-
gress Gave Its
Approval to the
Fighting Mer-
chantman

By JOHNWALKER HARRINGTON

LORIOUS traditions drift unbid-

den into the port of memory

at the thought of arming the
American merchant marine,

falem has sung her last *chanty;
smy old Nantucket dozes in the At-
lantlo surge; and yet it Was not so
loag ago that the hardy sons of the
sead who manned our argosics of
peace cheered as they tralned the
"Long Tom' on the corsalr and sprang
Joyously to their work at the command
"Out cutlasses and board!"

Before the American navy was, our
merchant fleet was well able to take
care of itself. It needed no COnvoys;
it recked little of fillbusters in Con-
gresa; of buccaneers on the Bpanish
main; nor of the pirates of the Bar-
bary coast, Hundreds of trade veasels
Isft our harbors with armaments as
powerful often as those of men-of-war
and with gunners ready and willing
to send the “low rakish craft” to the
bottom the moment she hoisted the
biack flag. Often they encountered
hostile privateers or answered, broad-
slde for broadside, the fire of enemy
frigates,

The world had come to belleve that
the days of piracy were no .more.
Blackbeard and Capt. Kidd became
mere symbols wherewith to kindle the
fancy of youth. The cruelty and blood
lust of the freebooters of the high
Ay were merged with storles of old
romance. And now comes the cry
aginst a Prussian piracy whose jolly
roger floats from rovers of the under-
seas. The cutthroats agalnst which
the American clipper captaina fought
sometimes made the recalcitrant walk
the plank; the German submarines,

albelt thelr commanders carry com-|

misslons with the eagle's stamp, de-
stroy all vessels whether those of
enemies or of neutrals, regardless of
the safety of passengers and crews, It
matters not that under the code of
nations these vessels are on their law-
ful occasions.* International law de-
ptnds for its being on the consensus
of civillzation. Before August, 1914, it
had been accepted by all to whom
chvillzation waas not veneer that the
tlaying of non-combatants In cold
blood and the destructlion of a vessel
without warning was a violation of the
rights of mankind. *

The word piracy is one often ap-
plied in time of war. The British de-
nounced the captains of the ships of
the American colonists as pirates be-
cause they did not recognise the Gov-
ernment which gave'to them letters of
marque and reprisal. In the civil war
the Alabama was classified as a cor-
salr by the Federal authorities because
they could not consider the SBouthern
Confederacy as constituting a nation

Chilef Justice Kent defined piracy as
depredations on the high seas without
authority from any wsovereign. The
original purpose of plracy was gain,
although it can be undertaken for
wanton bloodthirstiness or revenge,
Plracy riay be gulded by a spirit of
univertal hontility to rights of hu-
manity. In many quarters the opera-
tions of the German U-boats are there-
fors held to be as piratical as though
they were committed by Morgan or
other unworthies who harassed the
golden galleons of Bpain. Women and
¢hildren met hard fates from the sea
Wolves of the elghteenth century;
they are slain ruthlessly in the twen-
tisth when passenger liners are tor-
pedoed (n dead of night.

“The German Government” says
Archibald R. Watson In & recent letter
to Tie Sux, “has notified our mation
that American merchant vessels navi-
Eating the high seas are to be de-
Mroyed without warning. That such
in @ct would be in the nature of pimoy
s that offence |8 understood and con.
demned among natlons does nol admit 1
Of doubt, That the owners of our
merchant ships may lawfully remiat |
*uch an act of unauthorized aggres-
Fon is equally unquestionable."

Hence hie favors the merchants arm-
ing their ships, and suggests that the
President employ nx muny armed vesd
el s nesded for convoying the mer
cintile fleet,

Tha present laws with regard to tig
arming of merchantmen grew out jbf
e common praciice of American v
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sive statute was thought of the hardy
skippers were taking artillery to sea,
They were defending “plratical aggres-
sloh” In their own way and doing it
ably. The now much discussed sectlon
of our national law was enacted in
1819 rather to deflne a course than to
protect the commerce of the Unlited
Btates against the crime of plracy.
“The commander and crew of any
merchant vessel of the United States,'
to quote the passage (section 4205, Re-
vised Statutes), “owned wholly or in
part by a citizen thereof, may oppose
and defend any aggression, search, re-
straint, depredation or seizure which
may be attempted upon such vessel go
owned by the commuander or crew of
mny armed vesscl whatsoever, not be-
ing an armed veusel of some nation in |
amity with the United States."” |

Although the United States s osten- ‘
sibly in amity with Germany, the old
statute could hardly be construed as'
meaning that Teutonle submarines
have lcense to destroy American ves-
sels and slay all on bourd, The mer-
chantmen of old had for years leen !
doling out death to bare legged Alge-
rlans and tinsel clad buccaneers. The ‘
last words of the statute were meant |

a career of private conquest d* open-
ing fire upon a vessel belonging to a
friendly Power. As under the new
interpretation of frightfulness the
sight of a perlscope would be In-
terpreted to mean that the subma-
rine was coming not for “search, nor
depredation, nor for selsure,” but to
sink and kill, the question as to which
vessel fired first might not be long
mooted.

George W. Wickersham, former At-
torney-General of the United States,
has recently declared his belief that
the wstatutes and the court declslons
uphold ihe rights of the American
merchant .hips to carry guns for de-
fence. He goes back to a declsion
of Judge Bee glven In 1705 in the
United States Dijstrict Court of South
Carolina as follows:

“The laws of neutrality and natihs
In no instance that 1 know of Inter-
dict neutral vessels from going to sea
armed for defensive war. All Amer-
ican Indiamen ure armed and It ls
neceasary that they should be.”

The very words "American India-
men" bring visiona of stately vensels
which under A great press of canvas
went forth to trade with all the world.
Col, Theodore Roosevelt, in his his-
tory of the war of 1812, pays tribute
to the courage and the resourceful-
ness. of the caplains of those craft,
who, he wsays, needed no protection
other than that of their owh guns,

When thc American merchiant ma-
rina was coming Into Its perfect flower
the warld was (nfested by pirates. Per-
hapa that was notl an unmixed curse,
for It did much to develop the ahipping
interesta of the young nation. The
wkippers from way down last were
an adventurous tribe and their crews
were recrulted from a hardy and fear-
less race.

There were pirates In plenty for
them to moet. Ever since the 8panish
conquistadores brounght the wealth of
Peru to the Isthmus for transportation
to Spain buccanrers had Infested the
Hpanish Main. The word fillbuster is
u Hispanic version of the English
term freebooter. There wero fllbusters
in those days to delay ecommerce at
every turn, The distant cousts of
Africa hud swarms of pirates, and the
|gontry ailso collected at a rendezvous
on the Island of Madagascar, The fact
that seafaring had many perils and
that many a ship would never come
back agelp sent up the rates for ocean
freight to good, round figures,

The merchunt princes of this city,
of Bostop and ojd fJalem in

-

el owners. Long before any permiy-

chusetts took long chances. d's
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+ A FIGHT WITH PIRATES ON THE HIGH SEAS. From a Painting by Bernard F. Gribble.

was not, in their reckoning. They
carried their own Insurance and
charged enough profit to make good
their losses. The courage of the Amer-
lcan sallor at the end of the elghteenth
century was a product of conditions,
The fashlon of the times prescribed
that trade wvessels should go armed.
Americans were following the lead of
the Bpanish, who sent thelr galleons
with tler on tler of carronades, and of
the British, whomso Indiamesn ran the
perlls of Malay krises. and of Moorlsh
plllage., Often an ordinary packet ship
would have batterles like those of &
frigate,

The Yankee clippers of the old days
were not so heavily munitioned as the
¥ngllsh craft, but they were so han-
dled that thelr armament was often
more effective. They generally curried
a long, heavy gun amidships which
could be swung In any direction by
tackle, It was elevated by a colgn,
although of course the eliborate
sclence of the trajectory had not been
developed. The American sailor gun-
ners, though, wers always at home
sighting Long Tom. They had a mar-
vellous facility In using thls ponderous
artillery, which usunlly carried a
thirty-two pound ball. There were
fours and sixes at hand also. The gun
crews were happy when a real brush
with pirates came their way, for they
warmed to the precision of thelr work.,

The virates of the elghteenth cen-
tury were brave cnough, especially
when they were attacking a veasel
inferior to theirs, but they lacked that
deadly efficlency In guniery which dis-
tingulshed the Americans, Whether
the gun crews were fighting the
Prench plcaroon, the Spanish bucca-
neer or tho Chinese plrates they were
entirely In thelr element. What with
the splendid seamanship and deadly
fira they guve very mood mccounts of
themaselves,

The sallors of the time were skilled
also inthe use of the cutlass and of

Wl Sk giatia - ~ -

the pistol, Often the luagw'n’ of the | to the best of the English eraft (o hier ) to the wind." continues the captuin,

pirates would come up under the cover
of the smoke of gunpowder, hold tn|
the attacked craft with grappling |
hooks and swarm aboard. Hualf nuked |
suvages with knives In thelr teeth
sticking their flerce visuges over the
rall were enough to make the stoutest
heart quall. The American sailors of |
our merchantmen cut at the turbaned |
heads with the swinging blades, The |
command to “repel boarders” did not
find them slothful In business,

The American ships of the ecarly
days were rich prizes, They carrled
out valuable cargoes und often great
quantities of specie with which to bhuy |
cargoes In the Orient If the captuins
could not negotlate for return l'ro-l.nllt,
on other terms.

When the War of the Revolution !
broke out the armed merchantmen of
the colonies became formidable foes of |
British shipping. Few realize the im- |
portant part played by these vessels
In capturing and destroyving the com-
meree of Great Britain, Operations
were carrled directly to the Hritish
conslg, The exploits of Capt, John
Paul Jones, whose forly gun flagship
L Bonhomme Richurd was really an
East Indlaman formerly known as Le
Duras, show the boldness and the skih
of men he had tralned in the young
American navy,

John Paul Jones was, as far as his |

| trainlng was concerned, n product of

the Britlsh merchant marine in the
days when the great salling ships went
to the trople sens in quest of rich car-
goes, The fighting of ships was part
of the duty of the oMcers. Bome of
the craft engaged in trade were so0 well
provided with heavy cannon thut they
were frequently tophoavy, Many a
gallunt vessel was lost in the storms
hecause of her unwieldy yet necessary
artillery,

Wilen Salem wus on the crest of the
waye thers were owned there some of

I.tho finest ships afloat, fully eomurnbh“

| Ellas Hasket Deorby,

India trade. They were fitted out as
privateers with the outbreak of the
American Revolution, and many of
them not only continued to run the
Hritish hlockade but also took sharp
reprisale on Beitish commerce,
gunners had lttle experience before
they went to sea, but the owners pro-
vided Hberal quantities of gunpowder
for practive purposes,
the American ships wero much more
proficient than wers those of tho Brit-
i#h vessels of the period on thay uc-
count,

When Congress gave to many of the
ships commissions ns privateers en-
countiers between them and the British
sloops of war were frequent. Ope of
the most noted of these vessels was the
Grand Turk, which had been

&l With little change of crew and
of armament she was soon ready for
Lattle,

The hostilities between the United
Blates and Prance at the close of the
eightecnth century resulted in many
an encounter between our armed mer-

chuntment and the French privateers. |

In the Kssex Institute there is a paint-
Ing of the encounter between
Mount Vernon and a French privateer,
The Mount Vernon was owned by
& member of one
of the old shipholding familles of the
American Venlee, An account of the
fight Is recorded In a letter from Mr,
Derby reproduced in a recent number
of Bhipping Iustrated of this eity.

Capt. Derby while he was in Naples
shorily before trying concluslons with
the Frenchmuan had been the Kuest
of Lotd Nelson. He had entertained
distinguished company too In his own
eubin,

He writes of the maneuvring of a
eraft which he supposed to be British
but which lator hoisted the tricolor and
fired & broadside at tho Mount Vernon.

"“We tmmoduul‘ brought our ship
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The |

The gunnoers of |

suc= |
| cessfully opernted as a merchant ves-
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“and stood on sbout & mile. We wors
towanrd tha ecrire of the fleot: hove
ubont and® erosged him on the other
| tack and recelved his brondside, Sev-
eral of his shot fell on bourd of us
and cut our sails, two round shots
siriking us without much damage. All
linnds were active in clearing  ship
| for adtion, for our surprise had beos
complete,  In aboul ten minutes we
commenced firing our stern chuasers
|and in a quarter of an hour guve Lim
| our bromdside in such style ovis
dently sickened him. Mo immodintely
Iuffed in the wind, gave us his brond-

s

Elde, went In stuys In great confusion, |

wore ship afterward in a lurge cirele
and renewed the chase at o mile and
la half distance, a manmoyre enlon-
| lated to keep up appearances with the
fieet and to esciape one shot, We re-
ceived seven or elght broadsides from
| Mty and ©wias mortitted st not having
it In my power to return him un equol
| number without exposing myself
| the rest of the fleet, for 1 wm per-
stupded T should have had the pleasure
of sending hbin home  had e been
separate from them, At midnight we
had distanced them, the chiasing rocket
¢lgnals belng almost out of slght, and
soon left them. We then Kepr our-
gelves In constant preparation till my
urrival here, and Indeed it hos been
| requisite, for we have been In con-
slunt brushes ever since,

| The next morning occurred the
| thion with the luteencr. The letler con-
| Unues: “"He came so0 neasr onr broad-
| wlde ay to wllow our six pound gruapo to
[do execution handsomely. We then
| bore away and gave him our stern
gung In a cool and deliberute manner,
Our bars having ceut hilg salls conslder-
ally he was thrown Into confusion and
| slruck Loth bis ensign and his pen-
| nant,
do with g0 many mon,  Our ship was
running large, with all her stecring
mily out, so that we could not jmme-
diately bring hor to the wind, I had

ne-

d ROy iCant

tu |

T was puzzled to know what (o

& M. .
’rmknn to fear that the Frenchman
might receiva assistance, Gibraltar

| was in foll view. These circumstances
| Induced me to give up the gratification
Lof bringing him In. It was, however,
a =atisfaction to fog the rascal in full
view of the English fleet, ®* ® & The
risk of sending here |8 great Indeed,
for any ship short of our foree In men
and  guns—particularly heavy guns.
* * * You need have but little appre-
| henslon for my =afety, as my crew are
remarkably well trained and are per-
fectly well disposed to defend thiem-
¥elves, and T think arter having cleared
ourselyes the IPrench in such &
handsome manner vou may well con-
Clinle thut we can effeet almost any-
| thinge,™

The wir with the Barbary States was
{the guteome of a long established cus.
{tom of those half civilized communi-
| tles which for ycars levied on the
{ commerce of all nations, They had often
theen sulwldized Ly one nntlon aguinst
anothier and M #hared loot with coun-

nf

trivs whileli hiid o bigh noamie in the
i“-lr'l-l T American. ships of tlie
merchant marine had sufMered from

these mariauders, but they had at times
dane dendly execution. The declsion
of the United States to hive millions
for defence but not one cont for tribute
brought matters to n crlsis with Tunia
and Tripoll, and the young Amerlean
NHVY gave summary punishment,

The war of 1812 ngaln revealed the
efliciency of the discipline and the
Funnery of the American merchant
marine, ©One of the first vessels to
enter the Government service was the
Grand Turk, then an old vessel but
prvwly and well handled. She took
I many a Britlsh prize before the treaty
lnf Glient was signed. The successes of
{the American arms on land were in-
jronsiderabile, but on the seas the com-
(merce of Koglund had beon greatly
hirassed and she was glad to be rid
of the hornetlike erulsers,

There came a golden age for Amer-
lean =hipping In the years following
the making of peace with
The fanme of the Yankeo skippera lLind
spreid to all the world and the Stars
and Stripes, once looked upon
susplelon,
{Tho trim puckets and clippers were
| well uppeinted and well armed.
| robbiers of the BEpanish Mualn,

of the

Gulf of Mexico and the Afvican coasts ! of four and five.

wers extinet before many years, yet
for deeades to come the Oriental witers
woern infested Ly the Chinesoe plrates,

The merchantmen  always  went
nrmed to those waters, In fuct It was
not until about 1877 that thils practice
went out of vogue, The heavy arma-
ments of the merchant vessls in the
| Fastern trade were graduanlly elimi-
fnuted, The were palnted to
tresemble frigates grd the brond white
utpeipe on the hull was broken by what
’.Jll]i!"ll'l'll to e gun ports 'I‘Ip-y Wt
'hl.mlt spaees merely, vet at o distance
[ they  lial a0 traculent  appesrance,
tenough to canvines the ocean thieves
Mhat theres was o formidable forece on
il Mo thils doy many of the fit-
tings of =suling ships which still re-
mudn in workd's carrying trade suggest
the days of fron,

Ovcusionully there mny be seen on
|t'_u- deck of an old tinw tea ship a
| #md] cannon, relle of a #tirring perlod
in ovr natlonsd histoery, Often in the
leabing are racks of rilles and eutlusses
tand old fashioned pistols, polished and
[ buxiness Hke, as though intended for
fnstint use,

[ rne civil war in this country did
much 1o demonstrate the ease with
wlhiich merchantmen can bo converted
It vessels of war., T'rivateers and
bloekude runners of all kinda took their
chances, Many a family in the West
| Indics now  enjoying large Incomes
founded its fortunes on the ability of
the skippers of the veasols they owned
not only to show & neat pair of heels

viessels

England, |

'
R
with |
was welcomed everywhere, i
| Sundeay

The | o'clock on Nassau street, hetween Jtul-

American Gunners,
Expert With the
“*Long Tom,"
Were Ready and
Able to Defend
Their Vessels
Against Pirate or
Privateer

but, if need be, to fight the pursuer.
The Spanish-American war saw tho
utilization of many commercial vessels
In the naval service of the United
States,

The early days of the Luropean war
wero attended by much discussion asx
to the right of merchant vessels to
carry arms. Crafy belonging to Le!-
ligerent countries came Into this and
other ports with formidable guns
osteneibly for purposes of defence,
Thesa craft were flnully permitted to
Eo In and out by the customs au-
thorities,

The French steamship Rochambeau
is credited with belng the first of the
forelgn merchant fleet to enter this
port armed. 8he s currying a 75
milllmeter gun mounted aft which
can hurl a fourteen und a half pound
projectilo a distance of 16,000 yards,

The Verdl, an Itallan liner, came in
from Sandy Hook one morning with an
admirable 3 inch gun which was n
nine days wonder. One of the Royal
Mall steamers followed her example,
A4 thess craft belong to belligerents
they are considered as n effect vessels
of war. One of them the other day
on her arrival reported that her
gunner had sunk a German U-boat
with a single shot,
| As such thelr commanders consider
| that they have a perfect right elther
{10 ram the Germin submarines or to

fire ut them the moment a periscope
[ appears. The Germuns executed
British eaptuin on the ground that

{while in commund of his wvessel he
had uttempted to ram o German sub-
marine which had approached him.

| The status of American vesssls ef-

| fectlvely armied for defence will en-

| gage the attention of the uuthoritles
for many w day, Under the old law
they are permitted to carry only one
gun for defenslve purposes, and that
s0 arranged that it (s not availablo
or offence, The German and Aus-
trian view s that such vesssls would
themselves bs In tha category of pl-
rates, bscauss they belong to & na-
tion which s not an enemy of the

Central Powers, Thes commanders of
these vessels would under the ar-
rangement proposed have no com-

misslon from the Government of the

United States, 1t is suggested that

their military status be more clearly

defined. Whatever the outcome of
the movement far the arming of

American merchant ships may e,
thers can bs lttle doubr that in the

event of thelr having to defend them-

selves the traditions of the marine of
old will bs well muintained.

THE WAITERS MART.

AIN or shine aboyt twenty-five
shabblly dressed men congre-
gate every morning cxcept

between 10:30 and  11:30
ton und Ann. They stand in groups
They do not talk
about the war or the lLhigh cost of
food or any other popular tople of the
day, What they are mostly concerned
about iy whether or not they will get
work.

These job hunters are waiters, dish-
washers and kitehen men, or twenty
veurs the Nassau street block lias been
the meoting place of men who sought
work 68 restaurant helpers. An elderly
man was distingulshed in one of the

groups and interviewed,

"Why are all these men hanging
| around  here?’ the observer asked
curinualy.

"They are waiting for work as walt.
ers, dishwashers and kitchen men,” he
sall. “Wlhen any of the restaurants
in the gection are short handed they
know where to get tho wmen. In nearly
all cases the work s just for the
afternoon, because it may happen
slmply that some waiters or dish-
washera or kitchen men have stayed
awny for o day, And wo men are em-
ployed as substitutes. Sometimes some
of us aro fortunate enough to land
permanent jobs, but that Is very sel-
dom."

Thn elderly man went on further to
say thut the selection of that particu-
lar spot was due to the fact that there
were more lunchrooms in Nussau, Ful-

ton and Aun strocts about twests
vears ago than in any other three
downtown streets. AL present  the

lunchrooms ir that yicinity sre as nu-
merous as in any other segtion of

downtown,



